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Photoshoot time for the MXGP hoards as Qatar 
draws ever nearer and Monster Energy Kawasaki 
allowed new star recruit Clement Desalle to be 
photographed playing around in California’s Glamis 
Dunes two weeks ago. Feature interview with the 
talented Belgian coming up in an issue or two 

Photo by Ray Archer/Monster Energy 







mx' 






***# 


Starling to roll... 

Could a new mini-era in Supercross be close? Ryan 
Dungey has dominated the last two rounds of the AMA 
series and is already starting to build a small points 
lead over the almost-unlikely figure of Chad Reed in 
second. The nature of the beast means that it can all 
be over in a second and the road is long until Vegas but 
that no.l is proving distinctly irresistible as the series 
heads towards the end of the Californian stint... 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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Comeback time... 

A curious period for Red Bull KTM’s Tony Cairoli. 2016 
will be the first time since 2009 the Sicilian comes 
into a season without carrying a championship and 
with still a ‘450’ question mark over his head. There is 
little doubt over the 30 year old’s motivation and this 
means he could be the most deadly member of the 
MXGP pack. Can he avoid further injury and re-estab¬ 
lish his run against younger opponents? 

Photo by JP Acevedo 
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Leatt® 

Helmet 


360° TURBINES LOWER CONCUSSION RISK 

Reduces up to 30% of head impact at concussion level and Up to 
40% reduction of rotational acceleration to the head & brain 


Normal Helmet 


Leatt® Helmet 



COMPACT OUTER SHELL REDUCES FORCES 

Reduces forces transferred to neck. A 10% smaller shell transfers up 
to 20% less momentum and rotational energy to the head & brain. 





WWW.LEATT.COM 

QQ© 































ANAHEIM 2 ■ JANUARY 23r< 

450SX winner: Ryan Dungey, KTM 
250SX West winner: Cooper Webb, Yamaha 













AMA-SX A2 2016 




RED BULL KTM'S RYAN DUNGEY WENTTWO-IN-A- 
ROW AT ANAHEIM 2 AS THE FIRST SPATE OF INJURIES 
(BARCIA, BOGLE, WILSON & TICKLE] STARTED TO 
INVADE AMA SUPERCROSS. THE LAST ANGEL STADIUM 
STOP SAW THE CHAMPIONS OF BOTH CLASSES REMAIN 
ALOOF AS THE SERIES ROLLS ONWARDS 
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Minus Chad Reed these are the 
four riders setting the pace in 45SX 
currently. Dungey has now totalled 
ten wins from the last sixteen 
Mains and hasn’t finished off the 
podium in a year... 


W e’re three rounds down in the 2016 Mon¬ 
ster Energy Supercross series and things 
up top are starting to take a familiar turn. 
Both the 450SX and 250SX defending champions 
already have healthy point leads in their classes. 
The 450SX guy, Ryan Dungey, has gone 2-1-1 in 
the three races and his speed, technique, fitness 
and probably most importantly, his starts look to 
be on-point. 


Webb’s won all three races and despite a great 
performance from GEICO Honda’s Christian Craig 
at A2, he’s done it rather easily. There are plenty 
of Mains left in the season but if you’re name isn’t 
Dungey or Webb, you’re probably not happy with 
what’s going on. Let’s dive into A2 and discuss 
what happened... 


-The track at Anaheim was, in this humble report¬ 
er’s opinion, superb. It featured some big whoops, 
multiple rhythm sections - where you can do 
something different - a sand section, a right-hand 
turn first turn that some riders couldn’t master 
and all-in-all, it provided some great racing. When 
a track has something that only a top rider can 
do, as Monster Kawasaki’s Eli Tomac showed 
jumping a quad in a rhythm section, it’s good. 
These Pros are the best in the world and should 
milk it from time to time. 


-As we said up top, Dungey’s on his game right 
now. Tomac and Jimmy John’s Suzuki Kenny Roc- 
zen have both spoken about how they’re feeling 
better on the bike (Tomac), working on their starts 
(Tomac and Roczen) and are happy with their 
heat races (Roczen) but while they’re happy with 
the progress, the #1 is happy with his wins and 
has an 18-point lead over Tomac and a 21 point 
lead over Roczen. Time to post some victories 
boys because you cannot rely on Ryan Dungey, 
the machine that he is, to make mistakes. 


Dungey’s A2 was perfect, just like San Diego race 
last week. One lap he got a bit buckwild in the 
whoops but that was about it. The margin of vic¬ 
tory over Reed was only 2.8 seconds but that was 
due to him cruising on the last lap. At times Dun¬ 
gey had six seconds on the ‘22’ and was hitting 
his marks and going around the lappers like they 
weren’t even there. His trainer Aldon Baker told 













Reed continues to defy expectations and argu¬ 
ably is still not completely on-point with the 
YZ450F package; more to come perhaps? The 
250SX Main between Webb and Craig (below) 
was fantastic until the champion decided he 
didnt fancy playing any more. Nine wins from the 
last ten now foktWgbb,. 
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me after the races that the 2015 off-season was 
his second with Dungey but the first one ‘all-in’ 
because last year he started off living in a dif¬ 
ferent spot to Baker’s camp and he took some 
time off when he got married and had other 
distractions. This year, he was in for the whole 
time and it’s showing. 

-Yamalube Star Yamaha’s Cooper Webb is 
three-for-three to start the year and the talk 
now is whether he can be the second rider 
to go undefeated in a 250 (125) SX season 
besides the great Ricky Carmichael? Webb’s 
starts have hurt him but not to the extent to 
where he can’t get into the lead by lap ten. This 
week Craig gave him a nice run for a couple of 
laps and even beat him in the heat but when 
the checker’s flew Cooper won by five seconds. 
Webb’s looking great to go out of his 250SX 
career as a winner. 

-Chad Reed finished as the runner-up again 
(see interview later in this issue) and was 
great. He sits second in the points and even 
his biggest fans have to admit that him being 
this good, this soon is a bit surprising. Reed’s 
strengths have always been whoops and he was 
good through the big ones at A2 although he 
admitted afterwards that he wasn’t as good as 
he would’ve hoped to be. 

-Roczen collect his first podium and admitted 
afterwards, like he did at the first two rounds, 
that his starts are costing him and he’s working 
on it. With Tomac all over Reed and Roczen all 
over Tomac, the late stage of the 450SX main 
was exciting to watch. Then Tomac washed his 
front end out and Roczen took the last spot on 
the box. 

-It’s been a while since Davi Millsaps led laps in 
a 450SX race and he not only did that at Ana¬ 
heim 2 but he holeshot as well. Millsaps is on 
the BTOSports KTM team and although he was 
shuffled back to seventh by the end of the night 
(same six riders have been in the top six at the 
first three races) it was a positive night for the 
#18. 


-Honda’s Trey Canard is off to a rough start 
with crashes all day long in Anaheim contribut¬ 
ing to his DNF in the main. Canard was fast at 
the opener but crashed while in third, last week 
he was just so-so after a bad start and this 
week he crashed in practice, aggravated a groin 
injury and his night went downhill from there. 
The good news for this potential race winner is 
it can only get better. 

-Jake Weimer has been off to a nice start on the 
privateer Kawasaki and with Broc Tickle’s injury 
on the RCH team, Jake got the call to fill-in on 
the factory Suzuki. But unlike other deals where 
the fill-in gets booted out once the injured 
rider comes back, Weimer’s deal is guaran¬ 
teed throughout the whole supercross year so 
when Tickle comes back, they’ll be three Jimmy 
John’s Suzuki’s out on the track. 

-In some bad news, Red Bull KTM’s Dean Wil¬ 
son tore his ACL in his already-repaired knee 
and will be out for probably the entire 2016. It’s 
been a really tough road for the #15 since his 
250MX outdoor title and with his contract up 
it’s easy to see him not be able to get a good 
enough paying ride here and perhaps head to 
the GP’s, a series the Scotsman has stated he’d 
like to do before his career is over. 

-As we wrote, Christian Craig challenged Webb 
for a few laps this week. And this was after he 
won the heat race in a great battle with Webb. 
Craig, like Wilson, suffered numerous injuries 
in his first go-around in pro racing with TLD 
Honda and unlike Wilson, he quit the sport for 
a while. After working a “real job” (GASP! Can 
you imagine?) Craig realized that his talent on 
a motorcycle was still there and the comeback 
ride began. Helped by the fact he’s married to 
the co-owner of GEICO Honda, Craig started 
small, worked hard and when Justin Bogle was 
hurt last year, Craig got a spot as a fill-in. Fam¬ 
ily or not, Craig had to show something on the 
bike to stay there and he did just that. And now, 
as a full-fledged team member Craig is work¬ 
ing harder than he did the first time around and 
taking some time to smell the roses. Add in 
work ethic, a good bike/team and his talent and 
I’d bet he’s on top of the podium real soon. 



Eye-catching speed from 
Australian Luke Clout who 
was watched by some celeb 
rities at the Angel Stadium 
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Fifth place for Anderson who cited 
the difficulties of lappers at Anaheim, 
Disappointment and pain again for 
the utterly luckless Dean Wilson 
(right) who has re-hurt his knee after 
a practice crash 













A look of envy perhaps? Roczen cannot match 
the Red Bull KTM package and has to get out 
of the gate to be in contention: “We’re going 
to keep working on that because I think that’s 
what is holding me back from being at the very 
top,” he said after Anaheim 
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Second place for Osborne who drew close to 
the Webb-Craig battle and is the nearest chal 
lenger to the Yamaha man in the standings. 

“I didn’t attack quick enough to give myself a 
shot at anything but we’ll come out swinging 
next week in Oakland,” he said. 








AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 








































AM A BLOG 


CATCH 22... 

By Steve Matthes 

ell, he’s doing it again. Team Monster 
Yamaha/Fly 360 Chad Reed is defying the 
critics and turning the clock back with a pair of 
runner up finishes in the last two weeks. With a 
field full of hot young kids looking to climb and 
scratch their way to the top, it’s been the old 
man that (literally) didn’t have a ride locked in 
until a week before the first race who is produc¬ 
ing the goods. 

The deal with Monster and Yamaha getting 
together took a long time and factory Yamaha 
wanted to make sure their first time back at 
the races was done correctly. Reed’s entrance 
into the series was low key as he rode to a sixth 
at round one. The next week in San Diego he 
chased Ryan Dungey around and this week he 
did pretty much the same thing with a bit more 
gap between him and the defending champion. 

Reed’s now second in the points, looks like he 
might win soon and all in all the whole ‘switch to 
another brand again’ thing is once again working 
out for CR. It’s amazing right? Still sweaty and 
champagne soaked after his second place at 
Anaheim 2, we caught up to CR to talk the race, 
his set-up and more... 

What a race. Second place. At one point those 
guys started reeling you in late, were you get¬ 
ting worried? 

Yeah, I made three mistakes on back-to-back 
laps. Truthfully I don’t even know what I did, 
that’s what’s worse! One lap I jumped a little 
wide and got into the bales and then the next 
lap I kind of changed my line to stay away from 
the bales and it clipped me or I hit the rear 
brake or something. It was a little weird. And 
then those guys rode right up onto me and I 
had to be protective. But I knew that once I got 


to the whoops I’d pull a little gap. I could feel it. 
And then if I got that triple-triple in I would pull 
away too. So just felt like I had pieces but just 
not the complete package, similar to last week. 
So I was a little...last week I was happy. This 
weekend... 

You want more right? 

I want more. I’m not going to lie. But...I’m 
happy. It’s a long series. Seconds are good at 
this point. But the guy I think that we’re going 
to race for the championship is winning races, 
so it makes it tough. He’s getting good starts so 
you can’t let him get away. I thought the both of 
us didn’t ride great at the beginning. I felt that 
everyone made a lot of mistakes. I knew the 
track was tough and seeing what people were 
doing around me I knew that obviously I wasn’t 
the only one having some struggles. Take it and 
move on and try to be better next week. 

The whoops looked nasty... 

They were nasty. Really pointy. The bike wanted 
to move around so you had to be inch perfect. 
More than anything I was just trying to send her 
in and get the RPMs real low and not let the 
bike move around. Any time I didn’t get in there 
great, when I opened the throttle to try to move 
that’s when it started spinning up and wanted to 
go side to side. So I knew what I needed to do 
but for the most part I wasn’t perfect. 

Last week you said that you learned from 
watching Dungey where you needed to work on 
the turns and you would work on that. What did 
you learn from this race? 

I learned that ‘racing’s racing’. You got to be ‘in 
it to win it’ always. I think the good guys know 
how to get to the front in the Main. And that’s 
what Ryan’s doing really well. He’s obviously 




solid in the whoops and great in the turns. I 
wasn’t close enough to get a bird’s eye view 
but was definitely trading lap times with him. It 
wasn’t like he walked away from me. He kind of 
just inched away. So I know where I’m giving it 
up because I feel it. I don’t need to see it at this 
point. All day I felt it. We’re not far off. 

Truthfully I think it’s a lot to do with me, having 
a couple of seasons of not being up front and 
not running this pace. Coming to an event where 
you want to be the king and stand alone on nine 
wins: I put a lot of pressure on myself. I think 
this year I have a lot of pressure. It was always 
nice to get on the podium last week but my feel¬ 
ing was that everyone wanted to ‘high-five’, like 
that was going to be a once a year thing. I want 
to be here week-in and week-out. So for me 
there was a lot of pressure on myself to perform 
this weekend and to back-it-up. The goal is to 
be on the podium every weekend and I want the 
win. 

You’re a guy that excels in whoops but these 
gave a lot of people problems, you have any is¬ 
sues with the size of them? 

Yeah. I want to say that I didn’t feel awesome 
but the whoops kept me in it, and I like that. 
They were tough. I made a couple of little bob¬ 
bles but I was pretty solid. I like them. I’m 
surprised that they didn’t cut them down. A lot 
of people were struggling, a lot of crashes. I like 
them. They were a little sharp and pointy for 
me. I like them kind of bigger, rounder. But you 
can’t be picky. It is what it is. They were more 
challenging than years past so it’s a good step 
forward. 


That three-three in the rhythm section, I only 
saw you do it in the main. Did you do it in the 
heat? 

I had press day this week and I didn’t do it on 
press but I felt that I could. I was watching the 
semi-race and [Weston] Peick did it. I knew that 
it was do-able. It was in the back of my mind all 
day long. Truthfully I struggled in that section all 
day. I saw Dunge even struggling and he started 
cutting down hard. But he had that gap on me. 
When Eli (Tomac) was right there I’d just take 
a little look to my left, because he could clean 
me out really easily. I was kind of almost com¬ 
ing backwards on the track. Just made sure that 
I was safe there. The triple-triple was actually 
quite easy. 

The swing arm mod you made this week, I saw 
it on your bike last week. This week the JGR 
guys have it. In testing, I’m guessing it works 
well in the whoops? 

They have it too? 

Yeah... 

That’s funny. We had it last week and [Romain] 
Febvre ran it all last year. It’s something that we 
tried prior to San Diego and it seemed like it 
helped a little. It helps with drive in the whoops. 
These bikes obviously go from production to the 
factory bikes, and they put out a lot of horse¬ 
power and things start moving around. Pretty 
much every factory bike I’ve ever ridden has 
had some kind of bracing on the swing arm, so 
I’m not surprised. It’s definitely a different brace 
than I’ve ever had before. So going in I didn’t 
really have any opinion on what it was going to 
do. But I felt there was some positives. It’s funny 
that the JGR guys are following us. 


// 
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Products 

fly 


A few good reasons to pay attention when it 
comes to Fly’s new Evolution 2.0 racewear. 
Firstly, it looks pretty good, bouncing from 
camo to neon/hi-vis to more traditional but no 
less bold schemes. Secondly the pants feature 
the BOA closure system that basically locks fast 
according to the fit that you want without any 
pressure points and is quickly adjusted by a 
turn of the ‘dial’. The fly closure is magnetic (a 
first for MX pants on the market) and the pants 
also have a patented flat buckle mechanism. 


Fly is quite clear when it comes to the Evolution 
2.0’s reason-for-being: ‘Because of the sheer 
amount of the horsepower and torque created 
by the modern dirt bike, today’s racewear must 
withstand tremendous forces. It must breathe 
well, be lightweight, and yet still be durable. 

The answer: FLY Racing Evolution 2.0’ 


HEX600D construction, leather heat shield 
panels with Kevlar, softflex rubber badging, 
breathable mesh liner, inner pocket and more 
for 170 U.S. dollars. The jersey, at 50 dollars, 
has the following features: low profile multi¬ 
panel construction for maximum performance 
and a comfortable fit, multi-directional Lycra 
stretch collar for comfort and function, open 
zero-cuff with Lycra gusset reduces arm pump 
and provides a non-restrictive feel, full mesh 
back, plus mesh integrated into key areas to 
dissipate heat and help keep you dry, reinforced 
laser-cut perforations in key areas for advanced 
ventilation, tagless printed collar for complete 
comfort, sublimated graphics are the highest 
quality in powerful detailed graphics, silicone 
printed tail helps keep the jersey tucked in, pro 
fit with ergonomic arms and slightly slim cut. 


Don’t forget the gloves (37 dollars) where mo¬ 
bility and strength are the main calling cards. 



www.flyracing.com 
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EVGENY BOBRYSHEV EXCLUSIVE 






By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray 


notos by Ray Ar 


THIRD IN THE WORLD IN 2015, HRC MXGP PROTAGONIST 
EVGENY BOBRYSHEV HAS FLOWN ACROSS THE WORLD 
AND MADE A BIGGER COMMITMENT THAN EVER TO 
SUCCEED IN GRAND PRIX. IN THE FIRST OF OUR TWO-PART 
'RUSSIAN SPECIAL' WE MET THE 27 YEAR OLD IN MENIFEE, 
CALIFORNIA TO FIND OUT HOW THE HONDA STAR IS 
LOOKING AT ONE OR TWO POSITIONS BETTER FOR 2016... 










he grass outside Evgeny Bobryshev’s 
rented house on a private estate in Meni¬ 
fee looks suspiciously green. It is Janu¬ 
ary in California and while the burn of summer 
is far away, the weather is still consistently 
fine. Closer examination reveals the thatch of 
turf to be disappointingly plastic. Inside the 
abode and ‘Bobby’s’ wife Elena is keeping 
small daughter Eva entertained in a residence 
that the Russian family have commandeered 
for the better part of two months and have 
celebrated Christmas as well as welcomed the 
new year. Evgeny is outside clearing the small 
pool of leaves. Trainer Stephan Nusser has 
also been staying and guiding 777’ through a 
strict new regime. 

There seems very little that’s ‘fake’ or half- 
baked about the whole set-up. 

Bobryshev wears the expression and a de¬ 
meanour of a man who has gone through 
the mill to find new limits. The former MXGP 
Grand Prix winner has always been a picture of 
strength and formidability but this ‘2.0 version’ 
- relatively fresh from revalidating his potential 
in the FIM World Championship thanks to a 
solid but winless run in 2015 - is a statement 
of intent for what should be his best push for 
glory since 2011 and when the factory Honda 
was a regular fixture at the front of motos in 
the premier class. 

The appointment of Nusser (a former trainer of 
Paul Cooper, Stephen Sword and Josh Cop- 
pins) is the first signal that Bobby wants to 
add some silverware to his point-collecting 
approach and enhance his resurrection as a 
‘force’ in MXGP after three years perturbed by 
injury. Relocating to California and temporarily 
uprooting his family from their bases in Russia 
and Holland was another gesture. In 2015 his 
calm and progressive re-entry into the winner’s 
circle (he scored four podium finishes) was a 
counterpart to the high expectations and in¬ 


consistencies around teammate Gautier Paulin. 
Avoiding injury and drama the likes of which 
saw his left leg snapped by Clement Desalle in 
Italy in 2014 was an important step for Bobby 
who now has a positive base to build on for the 
first time in four years. 

Acquiring a tea kindly made by Nusser’s other 
half Lenny Karsmakers, we sat down around 
a sturdy looking dining table to get Evgeny’s 
evaluation on his progress and prep. After 
Paulin’s experiences in 2015 and the fact that 
Honda claimed just one Grand Prix win there 
are questions hovering over the competive- 
ness of the CRF450RW to dethrone Febvre’s 
Yamaha, tackle Cairoli on a fettled KTM 450SX- 
F, Desalle on the new Kawasaki KX450F, Nagl’s 
FC450 and the Strijbos-Townley dynamic on 
the Suzuki RM-Z450. With the Frenchman 
working mainly on the east coast with Aldon 
Baker and Bobryshev pounding the miles out 
west, the two Honda athletes are leaving little 
in doubt for their respective pushes this term. 
Knowing Paulin’s capabilities ‘21’ is always 
going to be a threat over a weekend and then 
through the course of eighteen but having seen 
the depths of Bobby’s structure and commit¬ 
ment then it hard not to think Gautier will be 
glancing over his shoulder again and that fans 
will not have to look beyond the red Honda 
camp for a dark horse in 2016. 

OK, so explain the thinking behind being in 
the U.S. for two months? 

...and with Stephan! I decided to make a 
change. For many years I’ve been based in Sar¬ 
dinia during the winter and I was getting bored 
with the tracks. So a new place and good 
weather. The tracks are a bit flat here but you 
can ride and cycle every day and use some of 
the mountains for performance training. It has 
been working well. 










Feature 
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EVGENY BOBRYSHEV EXCLUSIVE 


After a few dodgy years without much luck 
how did it feel to get to the end of 2015 and 
seal third place in the world? 

Like you say I had a tough time with injuries. 
One of which was my mistake and the one from 
2014 was not my fault. I took a different view of 
the races last year and was calmer and steady. I 
wanted to keep going all season and not rush. It 
worked well but the problem was at the begin¬ 
ning it was difficult for me to get ‘into’ the races 
because I’d been out of proper competition for 
seven months. I was struggling and lost some 
points. By the end of the year I was thankful 
things had gone well and I was getting back to 
my level. Now I can finally prepare in a good 
way for 2016. There was no big ‘drop-down’ in 
my career because of injury. I can feel my po¬ 
tential is in reach when it comes to riding style 
and the physical side. 

Is it nice to think about the ‘next step’ and 
finally being able to get better? In the past it 
has always seemed like a process of recovery 
for you. Now you can look onwards... 

It is quite funny how the body works. It is al¬ 
most like it doesn’t have a limit. You think you 
find a threshold but then you go over it. This is 
happening with me at the moment. I get to a 
point when I think ‘I cannot do any more’ and 
was tired every day but then find I am able to 
push on. December was really tough with train¬ 
ing but now everything feels easy. My cycling 
has improved so much and I could keep my 
momentum and rhythm much more on the 
bike with my motos. So there is still work to be 
done. 

If I look at your career then 2011 was special 
- your breakthrough - but then you almost 
seemed to fade away. There were podium ap¬ 
pearances and some good rides but I’m sure 
people were thinking ‘what can this guy really 
do?’...The story is not finished... 

[smiles] When everything was going to shit then 
people start to forget you; I think this is normal 
and seems to happen everywhere but there 
were so many problems after 2011 with inju¬ 


ries and developing the bikes. I couldn’t make 
a proper year. I knew I could be ‘there’ but the 
weekends didn’t really come. Mentally it was 
tough to go through year after year like that and 
I was low. I just kept looking ahead because I 
believed it would come good again. Last year 
was better than 2011 and it was like a stone had 
fallen from my shoulders. I’m a bit fresher, and 
more motivated and having Stephan with me 
means that I like the training. 

In review, 2015 was a year of consolidation and 
you were solid if not spectacular... 

The main thing was consistency. I could have 
pushed hard sometimes and taken more risks 
to maybe have third instead of fourth or even 
win the moto but I was looking at the risks and 
the possibilities of crashing and not scoring 
points. 

You had very good reasons to take that ap¬ 
proach...but it is also kinda boring! I’m sure 
you, as well as your fans, must have thought 
sometimes ‘go on, go for it’...then again being 
third in the world is something to really appre¬ 
ciate... 

It is a bit boring, like you say, and when you are 
a racer you just want to keep going forward and 
catch the next guy but you also need to know 
when to take a lower gear and make it to the 
finish line. When you think about the other side 
of it - the risk and the crash - then it beats go¬ 
ing to the hospital! 

So after re-establishing yourself in 2015 can 
you perhaps charge harder in 2016? 

To be honest I have been thinking about this. In 
practice I feel so good that I want to twist the 
throttle even harder but that careful side of me 
is there. I finish a good moto anyway and think 
‘no mistakes, no crash and good speed. I feel 
like I’ve improved’. If I’m not on the floor then 
I am getting faster and improving. I get a bit 
down sometimes because there are two parts of 
me: the calm side and the one on fire! I want to 
go crazy and push for that better time but then 
I also think ‘take it easy, the season is long’. 



Feature 



Accustomed to light, agile, resistant and 
breathable materials in his day-job with HRC 
Bobby hits the roads with Fox’s 
cycling gear. The Honda athlete competes 
head-to-toe in Fox’s innovative Flexair tech¬ 
nology (TruDri material) that is a true compl 
ment to the rider’s physique and demands o 
the motorcycle, not forgetting the V4 carbon 
helmet and Instinct boots. For lifestyle and 
outdoor pursuits (like mountain-bike, BMX, 
surf) Fox have a vast amount of choice - as 
you’d expect from one of the premium appai 
el and safety brands on the market. Bobby’s 
Le Savant jersey and pants (in Flo yellow or 
Blue) are made of premium Italian fabrics 
with wicking yarns, have rear pockets with a 
zip stash pocket, silicone grip elastic at rear 
hem, optics wipe at inside hem, an audio co 
port and a reflective media loop and logo at 
sleeve. Expect to pay around 200 pounds foi 
the set and Fox also have more Cross-Counti 
cycling products with their garment 

Click on the link to see more 
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This season maybe you can engage the crazy 
guy in the first couple of laps of the motos... 

Ha! Sure. Last year I was too slow at the begin¬ 
ning of the races and many people made a lot 
of time on me. I have been working with Ste¬ 
phan on this and it is coming. I will be there in 
the beginning this season. 

Last year you were viewed by many as the ‘B 
rider’, HRC treated you and Gautier Paulin as 
equal but Paulin was seen as the big money 
signing. You almost ended up out-shining 
him. Do you feel that view of you will shift for 
2016? 

It is a bit of a shame for me to see it like that. 

I have been racing for many years for Honda 
and have had many teammates. Honda put 
lots of things on the table for Gautier...[paus¬ 
es] maybe they did not expect that our results 
would turn out like this in the end. I don’t want 
to speculate too much on what could happen 
in the future. Gautier is a strong rider and a 
good teammate but he has ups and downs; he 
can win one race and finish eighth in the next 
one and I don’t understand how this works but 
the competition is strong and it depends a lot 
on the start. 

In Paulin’s case he was not complaining about 
the bike but it seemed he wanted more from 
the set-up. You didn’t seem to have that trou¬ 
ble or any issues. Or if you did it wasn’t obvi¬ 
ous... 

In Honda we all work together, all the Japanese 
crew and every month we look at development. 
We make reports, analysis and work hard on 
any weakpoints. It has been a few years for 
me now in this team and some years we had 
a prototype model that was a bit tough to race 
with but it is not right to complain. You have to 
work hard on your machine to make it better. 

I have a lot of engineers in Japan behind me 
also pushing hard. I think we ‘missed’ a bit 
at the beginning of 2015 because we’d been 
working a lot on the engine and overall had a 
slight step back. From the middle of the sea¬ 
son it got better. Now I think we will be ready 
to go from the start. 


Will you be on the brand new CRFs? 

I don’t think so. I think it will be 80% of what 
we had last year but with the improvements for 
the coming season. 



What about electronics on the bike? What’s 
your feeling and view on that? Especially be¬ 
ing an HRC rider since 2011... 

Oh yeah! It feels like we have a lot of systems 
and measurements, GPS and whatever. I came 
into MXGP in 2010 and from then-to-now and 
when HRC really stepped back into motocross 
it was a big step. Suddenly the team was full 
of laptops and in the beginning I was strug¬ 
gling to understand the impact of it all; there 
was so much information. It is so handy for 
self analysis though: the clutch setting, reduc¬ 
ing the gearing, sprockets, timing and where 
you are losing tenths of a second each lap. For 
the start we have launch control...it is another 
level! After every race I sit down and think 
about where I can improve and this data is 
very helpful. 

Speaking with Stephan he said another step 
you need to make is to become a bit more 
selfish and aggressive. You are widely known 
as one of the nicest guys in the champion- 
ship- 

You mean on the track or in the paddock? 


Certainly in the paddock! If you look at the 
title contenders of recent years - Philippaerts, 
Cairoli, Desalle, Paulin - then these guys have 
two sides to their character... 

I think I am friendly but, hmmm how best to 
explain? I think I am a rider who is clean and 
gives respect...but I don’t give that much that 
I’ll let someone pass. I’ll also put a rider wide 
into a corner [if needs be]...but not dirty some¬ 
one like Desalle does. It does not have to be 
like that. We have to have respect because this 
is a dangerous sport. We already have enough 
injuries. I don’t think I am known for going cra¬ 
zy and wiping people out. However if someone 
is going to give it to me then they can expect it 
back. There are some riders who do not have 
any respect at all. 

You talked earlier of doing some AMA Pro 
Nationals. Is that because of your experience 
and time here in the States or is it a long-term 
goal...? 

When I was riding 85s I came here quite often 
actually. I always wanted to come here from 
the time I was fourteen but my racing took off 
in Europe. Now it depends on how everything 
goes. Supercross is so important here and I did 
a lot in Russia on the 85s and also some races 
in 2011 but you really need to dedicate time 
to it in order to get better. I like the American 
lifestyle and mentality. It feels similar in Russia. 
I don’t know what will happen in the future but 
I’d like the chance to try. I’d need a team to be 
behind me because to come here and attempt 
supercross and motocross on your own is im¬ 
possible. American Honda has been such a big 
help while we have been here currently. 

How do you feel about MXGP right now? 

Right now I would say a weak point of the se¬ 
ries is the amount of classes at a Grand Prix. 

So many are run in a day. OK, Youthstream 
want to make the sport more popular, but my 
opinion is that MXGP and MX2 needs to be 
more exclusive. Everything is just thrown to¬ 
gether at the moment - 150, 125, Women, Vet¬ 
erans - it’s a mess in the paddock. You almost 
need to arrive on Wednesday to get parked and 
the Youthstream paddock staff are a big help 
there. The tracks also get rough and danger¬ 


ous because so many different and weird lines 
are being made. Our class is intense and any 
tiny slip of concentration means you can get 
a big kick from a take-off. If it is one or two 
classes more thank just MXGP and MX2 then it 
is nice to see the kids and give some tips but 
any more is crazy. I’m looking forward to the 
start of the season and the trip east - Qatar 
and Thailand - is really nice. I like seeing these 
different cultures. Argentina also - it is a long 
flight - but nice to go there and see different 
fans. 

You are training with Stephan now and looking 
for better in 2016 but will it be a big ask to go 
for second or first in the championship? 

It’s true that it’s a big step to make. I have been 
working with Stephan in the past a bit but now 
I have decided to step-it-up because I like the 
way he trains. I think I am a bit special because 
I need an easy, calm guy to push me along and 
he does that. I think we have improved a lot 
compared to last year. We have been training 
daily since November and have been in the U.S. 
for two months. We ride in the morning and 
cycle in the afternoons. It has been tough but it 
was what I needed. For sure it is not easy to get 
to the top but you have to believe in yourself 
and trust your trainer and your team. You need 
a plan for the races and the weekend because 
the season is long. 

That’s what Romain Febvre seemed to do. He 
had the package... 

His potential grew so fast from the middle of 
the season. It was hard to stay with him. On 
the hard-pack he had that drifting style that 
seemed to help so much. I was surprised. I like 
the guy. He’s a nice smiley person in the pad- 
dock. Everybody thought he was going to crash 
because it seemed like he was out of control... 
but he won the championship so who cares! 

Maybe he was in control or out of control but 
perhaps that ‘devil Bobryshev’ needs to sur¬ 
face a bit more to beat him... 

True! In 2015 I wanted to use the devil but I 
was not race fit, so it was better to reach the 
end. Everything went right so I could not com¬ 
plain. 




Feature 


The sport scientist and advocator of the Sport- 
fasten regime is no stranger at all to the physi¬ 
cal, mental and scientific prep of premier level 
motocross athletes. Collaborating with a racer 
full-time once again we asked the German for 
his take on the programme with Bobryshev 
and whether he found a willing ‘subject’... 

What kind of work are you doing with Bobby? 
Did you need to make a breakdown of what he 
needed and where he was going wrong? 

That is always the starting point for a new 
season. We analysed the problems and the 
weaknesses he had in the races such as areas 
of riding fitness and some riding technique 
aspects. We are putting a lot of emphasis on 
starts at the moment, as this is such a cru¬ 
cial part of the race and hadn’t been getting 
as much attention as it should be. Physically 
we have done different performance tests, 


strength and flexibility tests to make a profile 
and to know where we wanted to work while 
here in the U.S. Beside the riding fitness and 
technique we have had endurance, strength 
and other targets to hit. 

If you ask any MXGP fan about Evgeny Bobry¬ 
shev then they might have an image of him 
as a cliched strong and powerful Russian who 
never gives up and is tough. Is that what you 
found or an athlete that needed more condi¬ 
tioning? 

Most riders who look really fit and have that 
super-strong and fighting ‘aura’ don’t actu¬ 
ally have a high quality of strength. I ask for 
quite simple exercises on a gymnastic ball 
and hardly find a rider that can do it properly. 

It is not just about lifting a weight. It is about 
controlled and defined movements and there 
Bobby had a few weaknesses. 


EVGENY BOBRYSHEV EXCLUSIVE 



How has it been working with him? He is not 
a young rider or one that is learning about the 
game at the top level. He has won Grands Prix, 
taken many podiums and finished third in the 
world and is a factory HRC rider. What has the 
experience been like? 

To be honest I prefer working with aged riders. 
From my experience riders need to have reached 
their mid-twenties to have gathered the knowledge 
and experience themselves to know what it takes 
to be a champion. I think if the rider is a bit more 
mature they start to appreciate what they need to 
be successful. It is about looking at the whole puz¬ 
zle and seeing where a piece is missing and mak¬ 
ing the whole thing as good as it can be. 

But is also more difficult to make those guys take 
on-board what you are saying because they know 
what works and what doesn’t and their own bod¬ 
ies pretty well... 


If they are open to it then they also appreciate to 
go down a new route and try new things. A reason 
why riders don’t improve is because they are stuck 
in the old routine, doing the same exercises and 
the same volume. If you just repeat your training 
then there is no new impact on the body to force 
it to improve and reach the next level. 

What about the mental side? Does Bobby have 
work to do to be able to take on the likes of De- 
salle, Paulin, Cairoli and Febvre? 

He has the desire and the willpower to win...but 
he is maybe a little bit too friendly! He is a very 
friendly, honest and polite person and sometimes 
to win you need to be selfish, and maybe he is 
missing a bit of that. 




Did you think he would know more about his 
overall conditioning and preparation by this 
point in his career? 

Hmmm, this was maybe a little bit of the prob¬ 
lem. We had contact and started in small ways 
about three years ago but Paolo Martin [former 
HRC team manager] wanted to control him and 
where he was training and what he was do¬ 
ing. Bobby was a bit up-and-down in terms of 
who to listen to. In the end he followed Paolo’s 
ideas and strategy for training and perhaps 
wasn’t strong enough to say ‘no’ to that option 
and 'I’ll go this way’ with a Pro trainer. He was 
loyal to the team and what they wanted. 

Can you compare him to some of the athletes 
you work with? 

A big difference to the likes of Josh or Coops 
is that they really enjoyed the physical training. 
Nowadays riders seem to see physical training 
as a ‘have to do’ and don’t enjoy it so much. 
Why is that? 

Good question. I’ve had experiences with 
younger riders where they simply do not enjoy 
or want to embrace it. They did not want to put 
the work in. They want to ride and enjoy the 
lifestyle but don’t see the overall requirements 
for being a champion. 

Evgeny has said that you’re pushing him hard. 
He has obviously been in pretty good shape 
before but will MXGP spectators see a differ¬ 
ent 777 this season? 

Actually already in the time we have been here 
in the U.S. I have seen a huge improvement. 

He is doing exercises in the gym that he could 
not do four weeks ago. He has such a lot of 
potential to improve physically that this is just 
the start if he maintains the regime and work¬ 
load. 

What about this Sport Fasten programme you 
advocate? What is the purpose and goal of 
this plan? 

Sport Fasten is a ten-day programme where 
your body learns to switch from mainly sugar 
consumption to burning fat. It has origins in 


high-performance sport, ice-skating in Holland, 
and is developed by one of the top trainers in 
the Netherlands. It is quite simple. You have 
three days of tapering down your energy in¬ 
take. Then three days of partial fasting - three 
portions of juice for the right calories and sug¬ 
ar and then the last four days are about build¬ 
ing-up again. Every day you do thirty minutes 
of mid-intense endurance training. Through 
the energy restriction of the nutrition and the 
energy consumption of the exercises you force 
the body to get the energy from another re¬ 
source. I was a bit sceptical in the beginning 
because there are so many sports diets but 
then I read some positive articles about it and 
set up a meeting with the developer who had 
a good scientific and physiologic background. 

It all made sense and I made a research pro¬ 
gramme in Germany with fifteen people. We 
did a performance test before and then after 
Sportfasten and the increase was surprising. 

In terms of spirometric and lactate tests there 
were improvements of 15% on average after 
those ten days. It is a solution for improving 
your performance that works and the positive 
effect is that you can lose between four and six 
kilos and if you maintain the low-carb aspect 
of it then you also maintain the weight. I’ve 
had quite a few top-class triathletes doing it 
in preparation for Iron-Mans and have super¬ 
good feedback. 

How do you personalise that? 

The supplements and the exercise programme 
are the same, what we do individually is the 
training intensity and it can be tough doing 
that every day without nutrition so you need a 
coach to be by your side to be supportive, give 
advice and sometimes tweak the programme 
so that the customer goes through it OK. 

www.sndc.de 
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ANSWER 

Answer are celebrating their 40th birthday this 
year so expect the usually creative team be¬ 
hind the race products to come up with some 
special liveries. We actually visited the Answer 
offices at Irvine in California a couple of weeks 
ago and will have a story appearing in the next 
issue on how designers constantly find new 
ways for off-road riders to look good. 

The ‘Alpha’ line benefits from the 40th treat¬ 
ment (soon to be seen in AMA SX stadiums) 
and the blue-white colourways will be a handy 
match for any Yamaha or Husky rider. Answer 
- who have two lines, Alpha and Syncron - say 
that Alpha “was developed with the true moto- 
cross racer in mind. A combination of premium 
fabrics, lightweight construction and multiple 
ventilation panels throughout allows you to 
perform at the highest standards.” Expect to 
pay around 280 dollars for jersey, pants and 
gloves. Alpha also has another two other de¬ 
signs while Syncron has five. With their MIPS 
equipped Evolve3 helmet and AR1 boots An¬ 
swer allow you to go the whole hog. 

In Europe master distributors Apico should 
be the ones firing the Answer catalogue and 
wares out to the masses so have a look on 
their website for contact info: 

www.apico.co.uk/7product- 

category=rider&s=ANSR 



Feature 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by KTM 


KTM's Mattighofen HQ is normally an accessible place - you can walk up and take a tour 
- but the doors of the R&D wing usually remain firmly locked and the busy team of senior 
technicians furrowed behind a screen or in a meeting somewhere within the ever-expand¬ 
ing facility. Somebody in the Marketing and PR dept had the brainwave to invite a selec¬ 
tion of international motorcycling press for a 'lid-prizing' exercise and presentation that 
amazingly was not shot down by management as something ludicrous. A key to the deepest 
secrets of the Orange? Where the very 'pips' lie of off-road prowess and burgeoning Street 
portfolio? Pass the juice... 



















































f £ M A Welcome. Please come in. Which 
engine test bench data would 
W V you like to see first?” OK: it 
wasn’t quite that revealing, but the efforts of 
Thomas Kuttruf (Press & PR) and respective 
Heads of Departments Philipp Habsburg (VP 
of R&D), Bernhard Plazotta (Off-Road), Gerald 
Matschl (Street), Peter Gorbach (Engine De¬ 
velopment) and Martin Forster (Components 
Development, the biggest of all the division in 
terms of staff) as well as WP and other part¬ 
ners to come together for a single presentation 
and subsequent tour of the sealed-off R&D 
dept was nothing short of remarkable, and a 
true ‘one-off. 

This type of media event was a first for KTM 
and a brand that is used to dealing with the 
press on a frequent basis whether for (yet an¬ 
other) new bike launch, more racing success, 
more technological development (see Freeride- 
E, MotoGP projects) or simply enquiries as to 
how the Austrians have risen to crest 180,000 
sales in 2015 (between 125cc and 1290cc dis¬ 
placement, no scooters remember) and a gross 
sales figure of one billion euros. 

Habsburg is at the tip of an R&D colony that is 
growing tremendously quickly. The staff quota 
has virtually doubled in five years to almost 
four hundred technicians or specialists, heady 
days from when the same division boasted a 
total of twelve people in the 1990s. After the 
presentation we are led into electronic and 
fatigue strengthening test zones and onto an 
aisle that contains the thirteen engine test 
benches, six dynos and three component test 
benches (coming in at a cool 250,000 euros 
each). 


In total there are seventy-one projects cur¬ 
rently in development and ranging from chas¬ 
sis and engines to concepts. It takes KTM only 
three years to develop a bike from scratch and 
they claim their secret is “quick communica¬ 
tion lines”. Geographically it is easy to see. A 
few kilometres down the road and on the same 
plot of land as the newly built (and almost 
finished) race workshop is the engine plant 
and WP’s vast factory where suspension, frame 
components, radiators and other parts are 
churned out. A further forty minutes towards 
Salzburg is the Kiska design agency that has 
given KTM a large slice of their DNA in the 
Pierer-era and is an indelible creator and cura¬ 
tor of the brand. 

Condensed, compact, practical in Mattighofen 
but you also have the sensation that the fac¬ 
tory are pinning the throttle in fifth. Produc¬ 
tion and development and the chase to let the 
world know what is coming out of this Austrian 
web is frantic; there can be little other explana¬ 
tion for the achievement and continual ac¬ 
claimed output (see Supercross titles, Dakar, 
Moto3 wins, 1290 garlands, Adventure praise, 
single cylinder mastery etc etc). “We have 
made great gains but competition is tough and 
innovation cycles are getting shorter and that’s 
why it is great for you guys to have a look 
inside R&D and the possibilities we can deliver 
here,” said Board member Hubert Trunkenpolz, 
who rounds-off the presentation with a reveal¬ 
ing Q+A. “The development cycles are the big¬ 
gest challenge and of course we have to bring 
new motorcycles to the market with the press 
launches and explanations to customers of 
our goal and what we are doing; it is a higher 
workload in a shorter period of time.” 
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KTM'S 'DID YOU KN0W?'s 


KTM invests more than 5.5% of each business years turnover in R&D? 
For 2015, this adds up to a mind-boggling 50,000,000 Euro. 
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On the link between racing and production for 
various machines and the prospects/aims for 
MotoGP...and what for the RC8? 

Hubert Trunkenpolz: From a marketing stand¬ 
point let me start a bit further back and in 
off-road. We had a lot of heritage in motocross 
with countless world championship titles and 
we took the view ‘what is the most popular off¬ 
road motorsport?’ and we realised it is AMA 
Supercross. So we went into that finally and we 
won it. If we look to the Street segment then 
we were in Moto3, successfully, but for vis¬ 
ibility and attendance it is nothing compared 
to MotoGP especially in the markets where 
we were interested, like Asia and certain parts 
of Europe for TV broadcasts; it is almost ten 
times more in terms of viewers. To make KTM 
prominent in road racing MotoGP was the only 
alternative and motorcycles sales and produc¬ 
tion volume justified MotoGP engagement. 

The link to a serial product is going to be 
difficult but I can only tell you one thing: this 


[the RC16] will not end up as a street homolo¬ 
gated product. We have a track bike in mind 
because we also don’t feel so comfortable 
sending motorcycles onto the road with a top 
speed of 300kmph and 240hp. Environmental 
circumstances do not allow for such types of 
motorcycles. We see increasing enthusiasm for 
amateur racing and track days and we’ll have a 
track version. 

Philipp Habsburg: For sure the MotoGP bike 
is interesting for us. It is the premium top- 
performance racing class in the world. We 
are very closely linked in R&D with the Rac¬ 
ing Dept and a lot of the calculation work and 
measurements and dyno testing we are do in 
R&D. We are learning together with the Racing 
guys and this will influence the new products. 
There is a direct link between the MotoGP bike 
and marketing and it is bringing the brand to 
the next level. 

HT: The RC8 as you know it, frankly speaking, 
does not have a project behind it. We could 







PEELED: INSIDE THE Kl'M ORANGE 


build enough versions of the RC16 for it to be 
homologated for another series. We will have 
to see how this goes but it might work. 

PH: You can spend millions of euros investigat¬ 
ing electronics through MotoGP but we try to 
think about the ‘man and machine’ and make 
sure that our production bikes use electron¬ 
ics in the right way, not just to cover up some 
aspect of handling or performance. 

Going against the Japanese and spreading 
into other segments... 

HT: We have no intention to go away from the 
core of KTM: Ready to Race, purity, perfor¬ 
mance, extreme and adventure. If we do so 
then we destroy the brand. We are completely 
aware that this has a limit. Volume-wise we 
cannot grow up to 500,000 units. Therefore we 
have acquired a second brand - Husqvarna - 
and there we have only just started. With this 
brand we can do everything, even invent new 
segments because the brand’s heritage is so 
wide and spread out that it covers different 
motors, chainsaws and so on. It gives us room 
to manoeuvre and we will explore new seg¬ 
ments like urban and naked. With KTM we stay 
with the brand sharpness that we have and 
will still believe we can grow as we head into 
emerging markets like Asia and Latin America. 
There is still some meat on the bone. Husq¬ 
varna uses the technical know-how of KTM as 
a first step but then develop motorcycles that 
have nothing to do with KTM at all. There is 
so much scope in many directions. What we 
want to avoid is a cannibalisation, that we lose 
KTM customers to Husqvarna. Of course we 
expect that in motocross but it has not turned 
out to be as much as we thought. We expected 
around 50% but it is, in fact, much less. Not 
everyone wants to have a KTM...unfortunately! 
PH: From our point of view the biggest advan¬ 
tage for Husqvarna is that it has been inte¬ 
grated in R&D and there is a lot of technology 
we can contribute. We have different engineers 
working on Husqvarna and they breath the dif¬ 
ferent values every day. We try to differentiate 
the brands on the market but internally there 
are a lot of combined instruments. 


HT: Different people, different units and differ¬ 
ent design. 

PH: All of our styling and design is done by 
Kiska with different teams. 

On electric bike racing to speed up develop¬ 
ment. Such as taking part in the TT Zero... 

HT: Absolutely, 100%. The breakthrough for 
electric bikes can only happen if there are rac¬ 
ing classes for it. This is the only way to show¬ 
case the performance of electric engines. We 
would be extremely happy if there was more 
racing going on. I think we have proven with 
the Freeride that this concept can work. Ho¬ 
mologated Street bikes is perhaps not so much 
in line with the brand concept of KTM but I 
imagine this would fit well with Husqvarna. 

For sure we did not achieve the sales figures 
we have in mind with the Freeride E project 
but we are prominent in that field. We had high 
expectations...but I think we have achieved to 
be the technical leader in that segment - elec¬ 
tric off-road vehicles - that for sure we can 
utilise in the future. 




On the concept scooter shown at Tokyo bike 
show two years ago and the chance of one 
coming... 

HT: Sometimes we go to Japan to keep our 
friends there a little bit busy! What you see 
there should not be taken too seriously. Scoot¬ 
ers are not in place [for KTM] and neither are 
custom bikes. 

On an 800cc v-time Adventure bike... 

HT: For sure something is missing between our 
690 single cylinder and our 1050 twin cylinder. 
It is no secret that we are working on such mo¬ 
torcycles and adventure type as well as naked 
with 800cc displacement. You will get more 
information in time but the only thing I can 
say now is that it will not be a single cylinder. 
We are also not exploring any two-wheel drive 
systems. 

On the strength of the relationship with Kiska 
in design of the motorcycles... 

HT: KTM has a 26% shareholding in Kiska 
and the relationship could not be any closer. It 
started in 1992 when Stefan Peirer took over 
KTM and Gerald Kiska was the man to have his 
footprint on the design language of KTM from 
the first minute. He invented the orange and 
the cutting-edge design. There is also a very 
close personal relationship between Gerald 
and his people and us at KTM. ’92 is a long 
time ago and the bond has developed over the 
years so he is much more than a contracted 
designer, and is part of the development pro¬ 
cess. It is an advantage that he also works 
for other companies in other fields because it 
opens the mindset and brings fresh ideas. He 
has around 150 people from many nationali¬ 
ties. 

PH: He is also a member of our project-steer¬ 
ing committee. Around six times a year we 
gather to talk about the future and the coming 
five-seven years and he is part of that with the 
other board members and R&D. 


On custom bikes and technology... 

PH: I think custom bikes from the OEM have 
a lot of modern technology inside because 
otherwise it would not possible to homologate 
them any more. Power has increased and eve¬ 
rybody is following the same basic technical 
standards. 

HT: There is of course a custom bike ‘scene’ 
but this is covered by small independent 
builders. From a motorcycle brand like KTM or 
Husqvarna you have to expect something else. 
Husqvarna is about interpretation. You might 
think it looks retro or spacey or whatever and 
the technology will be up to the look. I don’t 
think it is a good idea to go to the spares cen¬ 
tre and take an old air-cooled engine and old 
frame and put it all together. It is not a sophis¬ 
ticated approach. 

PH: We brought MSC to the market and you 
have to think about the safety aspect because 
we, as a motorcycle manufacturer, want to be 
able to sell our motorcycles in fifty years. If we 
did not care about our customers then some¬ 
how motorcycle riding would be forbidden! 
There has also been the question about noise 
emissions and I think that KTMs are normally 
pretty quiet. We don’t love quiet motorcycles 
but we don’t want to be the ones causing 
streets to be closed to bikes. We really want to 
make bikes as acceptable as possible. 

HT: Everyone has big hopes for bikes and 
urban mobility but you have to consider that 
in ten years time perhaps every engine-driven 
vehicle in big cities that isn’t somehow con¬ 
nected to the environment will be restricted. 
This is the next challenge in technology that 
we face. They have to be connected to eco and 
traffic structure in cities. It [a bike] has to be 
treated like a car in terms of making it visible. 
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KTM S DID YOU KN0W?'s 

The development of the 1190 ADVENTURE took 160 
engineers about 130,000 hours of work. 
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Filing out of the meeting room and via a coffee 
reload we are afforded looks at the NVH (noise 
vibration harshness) test, fatigue strength (and 
the strange sight of the new 1290 GT swinging 
in a pendulum vice) data recording and Load 
Data Acquisition (a GT wheelied, burned out, 
jumped, sent through potholes) and a genuinely 
enlightening glance at the rigorous processes 
that go into the creation of a KTM. Innova¬ 
tions highlights from the works and thoughts 
within these grey walls have included KTM’s 
progress with electronics (together with Bosch) 
and MSC, Semi Active Suspension, MTC (mo¬ 
torcycle traction control), C-ABS (lean angle 
sensitive cornering ABS), MSR (motor slip 
regulation), HHC (hill hold control) the GT’s 
LED cornering lights and the bigger schemes 
like the 690 Duke R, the Freeride E and the 125 
Duke with ABS (a first). 

The following day a tour of Kiska’s offices and 
a talk by Lead Designer Craig Dent explains 
how the bikes look and function. Small, almost 
unnoticeable details like the curvature of the SX 
front mudguards for strength yet resistance and 
the same application to the rear that also al¬ 
lows room for a finger hold in the body work for 
picking up the bike. Kiska employ one hundred 
and fifty people from twenty-eight countries 
and have forged a strong alliance with KTM 
that has swung upwards from the first days the 
collaboration started in 1992. “KTM for Kiska 
was like a playground," said Gerald K himself. 
“There was freedom to experiment but where 
trust was also built." 

“Of course there were trial-and-error projects 
but there was also consistency and growth; no 
radical changes of direction or philosophy," of¬ 
fers Kuttruf on the Austrian synergy. 

Kiska’s presentation talks about pushing the 
greatness of a brand and the fact that you need 
a great product. So what were the features of 
KTM as a brand? The ‘colour’ was one aspect. 
The orange originally surfaced in the 1950s but 
was re-adopted: 


“It stands quite nicely for fun...but to be honest 
it seemed like every other colour was already 
occupied!" Kiska says. Then there was ‘perfor¬ 
mance’, followed by ‘design’ “that’s where we 
come in” Kiska claims and begins to divulge 
the philosophy and process behind the 1290 
Super Duke in 2013 and how the bike was 
stripped back but still showed attitude. ‘Stag¬ 
ing’ was important; the 1290 launch video hit 
new marks in this respect: “we figured why not 
just build one of the bikes and go for it, let’s 
get the emotion across." Kiska then recalls how 
an army airbase was used for the ‘Beast Es¬ 
capes’ edit and the police were called by local 
residents ten minutes into the scaled-down and 
modest shoot as the neighbours reported ‘an 
explosion’ as a result of the 150 decibel engine 
growl. KTM and Kiska had only been accus¬ 
tomed to video views totalling several hundred 
thousand but this project crested two million. 
Part of this ‘staging’ was a countdown clock 
that crashed the servers at KTM and a dedi¬ 
cated microsite. ‘Advertising’ is the next ingre¬ 
dient. “We try to go a bit beyond the average," 
Kiska muses and shows examples of KTM’s 
famous ‘sperm racing advert’: “We are not too 
serious and we like to talk about fun and emo¬ 
tion.” Projects like the Robbie Maddison sea¬ 
surfing video is shown “this is the best example 
of when we say ‘extreme’," Kiska offers before 
revealing that Maddison actually sunk and ru¬ 
ined fourteen KTMs to make the clip. 

The floor was then handed to Englishman Dent 
(a feature interview with the man behind the 
1290 coming in a future issue) who flashes up 
KTM’s brand values: purity, performance, ad¬ 
venture and extreme. “Every time we are given 
a briefing then I look at these words again; it 
is the best briefing I can be given actually," he 
says. “We question everything and think a little 
bit out of the box and by doing that we should 
make KTM something different.” 

We wanted to know more and perched next 
to Dent’s latest mould to hit the market - the 
1290 GT, coming in the next month - to grab 
some perspective on his work... 
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KTM'S 'DID YOU KN0W?'s 

We run more than 30,000 hours on our engine test 
benches and about 18,000 hours on our dyno test bench¬ 
es every year. Each year, we need more than 200,000 
litres of fuel to run the bikes on our benches 
















The GT looks a bit like The Beast [1290 Super 
Duke] but on steroids... 

I like the statement because there was a mas¬ 
sive concern in the back of my mind if we 
could make a bike with that amount of prac¬ 
ticality - comfort meaning a wider seat, wind¬ 
screen on the front meaning it’s heavier, bigger 
headlight and cornering lights - it all sounds 
like we’re building a Goldwing or something! 
There is a big difference between a Super Duke 
and a Goldwing! The concern was over the 
final impact and whether it would still be ag¬ 
gressive, hard and emphasising performance. 

It is nice hearing that comment and feedback 
and of course we had an inkling of it when we 
stood back from a clay model next to a Super 
Duke and said “yeah...it’s still got it” but the 
ultimate test is the reaction outside. 

Is there a paradox? You want to make some¬ 
thing practical, comfortable and still exciting 
but in doing so you might scare away the very 
riders you want to attract... 

I don’t think we will get Goldwing people! I 
think it will open the door to those who have 
not been into the segment before. I think it will 
bring people from a naked bike segment and 
those who might have only been attracted by 
a Super Duke or a Ducati Streetfighter, some¬ 
thing like that. I also believe it will bring rid¬ 
ers from the Superbike segment and that’s a 
plus. For me there isn’t a paradox because we 
already had it with the Super Duke. It was one 
of the easiest bikes to ride and that was the 
genius behind it. The model was put out there 
as The Beast’ but in reality you are like ‘don’t 
tell anyone...but I can ride this!’ You don’t have 
to tame anything. I think as a rider the feeling 
you have with the GT you won’t find anywhere 
else in the segment. 

The styling helps but it looks like you are 
operating in a very small window because 
sports-tourers could just go for the Adventure 
while the Super Duke itself is already so at¬ 
tractive... 


I think the image of Adventure riding or the 
Adventure customer is quite different [to that 
of the GT], This is about bringing the ‘action’ 
to the segment and making sure that you can 
still ride knee-down. The phrase ‘Super Duke 
Plus’ should be applied to this bike because 
you should still be able to feel like a hooligan 
and go mad...but for longer! As well as pack 
some things with you and not be completely 
knackered by the time you get to your destina¬ 
tion. That is the ‘something’ this bike has got. 

The Super Duke is now three years old. It 
made such a statement in 2013 and you’ve 
described it as the perfect naked bike, so how 
can it develop? What can the new one look 
like? Is it a headache to find that new course? 
Here we are constantly assisted by the on¬ 
slaught of new technology. There are so many 
things around and in the works within the 
industry that were not around or available in 
2013. I cannot go into details of course but 
there are opportunities to be had. If we use 
the same design thinking I was talking about 
earlier and with new technologies then you can 
make a step again. It is going to be mad. 



Can you talk about structural builds or the 
architecture? Is that what you mean by the 
reference to 2013? 

Yes...and we can talk about that in November. 
We will show some things in that month where 
we are definitely utilising new technology in a 
way that no other manufacturer has. 
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It is so clear for me. If there is something new 
then you have to use it in a different way. 

You cannot just apply the same thinking...and 
it is difficult to explain without having it in my 
hand! 

Will it be hard to replicate the impact that 
the 1290 had? The whole ‘Beast’ thing will be 
hard to follow... 

Yeah. It will definitely be a challenge to go that 
far. The step between the 990 and the 1290 
was huge but there was also a massive time 
factor. Much more than what we had after 
2013. I am not expecting to change the charac¬ 
ter or the identity of the Super Duke like that 
however there are still massive steps we can 
take to make it more ‘Super Duke’. 

What about motocross and the SX range? You 
had influence with the fenders and the num¬ 
ber plate but there cannot be much more you 
can do with this ‘reduced’ template compared 
to a road bike... 

That’s what I thought but we are already work¬ 
ing on the next generation. Like the race teams 
who are ‘on it’ every day and every week we 
were also straight onto the next one once the 
'16 bike was finalised. We looked at some 
of the opportunities we might have missed. 

For us the 2016 bikes are totally optimised. I 
remember finishing what we thought was the 
Formula One model of MX and Mr Pierer came 
in and said ‘great, same again please but for 
Husqvarna’! We thought ‘how are we going 
to do that?!’ but there is obviously more than 
one Formula One car on the grid. There are a 
couple of ways to approach the same problem. 
Both bikes are brilliant and when they were 
finished we had to think about the next genera¬ 
tions and wonder ‘what do we do?! Surely we 
have explored all the avenues’. As with eve¬ 
rything in life things move on. Maxime Thou- 
venin [Husqvarna designer] spent two weeks 
out in the U.S. just recently with Roger De 
Coster and the SX team as well as in Europe 
with the MXGP guys. He hung out in North 
America with the suppliers and the journalists 
on the Factory Edition launch and the WP air 
fork presentation. He came back with a note¬ 


book full of ideas. When he turned up with this 
book I thought ‘here we go again’. 

So it pays off to rub shoulders with the people 
at the heart of racing and riding... 

Oh yeah, you cannot get away from it. They are 
the people with problems that you are trying to 
solve and you cannot be away from it. 

On the subject of racing have you been roped 
into the MotoGP project at all? 

Absolutely. It’s in development and we all know 
that it won’t be sitting on the start line this 
year until Valencia. We’re doing nothing more 
than offering our design thinking and engineer¬ 
ing thinking to make sure it is as good as can 
be. 

An example of that? 

Erm, it is difficult to say too much! Photos 
have been seen but that’s about it. 

What about aesthetics? 

Well, racing is as ‘pure function’ as it gets for 
a motorbike and the RC16 looked like a Mo¬ 
toGP bike before it turned up here. However it 
looked like it could be any MotoGP bike, so we 
injected a bit of design thinking into air outlets, 
windscreen ideas and how it might plunge into 
the bodywork and optimise the air intake on 
the front so that it works well but it also rec¬ 
ognisable with some identity. Also on the rear 
we have a small cover, which is the camera 
protector and exhaust shield. We reduced that 
down to something as small as it can be while 
also being functional and that was a challenge. 
Like I said the project is evolving and it is 
MotoGP, so new parts are being tested all the 
time and we are lucky to be involved in most of 
that. 



Products 


leatt 

Leatt have hardly rested on the laurels of their 
award-winning neck brace technology and have 
been prolific with adventurous and boundary¬ 
stretching products in the last eighteen months. 
After the single hinge knee brace (C Frame) they 
finally launched their GPX helmet with 360 turbine 
technology that helps reduction of head impact at 
concussion level by 30% and up to 40% of rota¬ 
tional acceleration to head and brain. The helmet 
uses 3D in-moulded foam and its most notable 
feature is the reduced outer shell meaning it is 
light and has one of the smallest profiles on the 
market (up to 11% less than other models). Leatt’s 
research and claim is that ‘a smaller helmet shell 
reduces forces transferred to the neck. A 10% 
smaller shell transfers up to 20% less rotational 
forces to the head & brain.’ 

Fully certified and of course optimized for a neck 
brace, the GPX also has: rear clearance cut-out for 
optimal head movement, rear hyperextension im¬ 
pact platform, is super lightweight for such premi¬ 
um protection, maximum ventilation with over 190 
honeycomb vent holes & 11 vent ports, is hydration 
ready (with optional hands-free kit), has low fric¬ 
tion cheek pads for emergency removal, a mois- 
ture-wicking, breathable, antimicrobial liner (snaps 
out) and visor with breakaway function. There are 
ten different designs and two junior versions. 

It will be interesting to see where and how Leatt 
can make in-roads with this technology. Similar 
helmet safety campaigners 6D have benefited from 
a research grant from the NFL to further develop 
their ODS beyond motorcycling and it is hard not 
to imagine Leatt also gaining suitors outside the 
bike world for their discoveries. The fact that the 
GPX says ‘Leatt’ and not ‘Shoei’ or ‘Arai’ should 
not be a deterrent as a wealth of scientific inves¬ 
tigation has gone into a costly but important new 
offering by the South Africans. 

In Europe Apico are again a good source for the 
GPX and other Leatt products: 


www.apico.co.uk/brands/leatt 









RISE AND SHINE... 


By David Emmett 

I n just over a week from now, we can leave the 
era of idle speculation about MotoGP behind. 
Bikes on track mean the bullshit stops. Or it 
ought to. In reality, what it means is that the 
bullshit becomes a lot more subtle, with riders 
and manufacturers offering up all sorts of spin 
on what their lap times mean, and how seriously 
we should take them. The spin that factories put 
on testing results needs to be filtered through 
the Cynic’s Guide to Testing Comments. “We 
are happy with progress so far, but believe there 
is more to come” = the factory set faster times 
than expected. “Fast laps during testing don’t 
really mean anything, we were focused on devel¬ 
oping the bike for Qatar” = the factory is further 
behind than they expected. 

However, for once, the manufacturers might be 
right when they say you can’t read too much 
into testing times. There will be an awful lot of 
unknowns at Sepang, and the arrival of Michelin 
and the unified software (as we must call the 
spec electronics package) means the teams 
have a massive pile of work to do. Honda may be 
turning up with a completely new engine, Yama¬ 
ha will be bringing at least two different concepts 
of their 2016 chassis, Ducati’s GP16 is to make 
its debut, Suzuki will be out in public with its 
seamless gearbox for the first time, while Aprilia 
have delayed testing their brand new prototype 
for a few more weeks, as it isn’t ready yet. There 
is a lot of work still to do, for everyone, and they 
are all at different stages of development. Here 
are a few things to look out for. 

The biggest change for 2016 is the switch from 
Bridgestone to Michelin as the official tyre sup¬ 
plier. This is having a huge impact on the facto¬ 
ries and the teams. The Michelins are the polar 
opposite of the Bridgestones: where Bridgestone 
produced a front tyre that riders could trust 
blindly, and a rear that never really seemed to 


hook up, Michelin have built a rear tyre that will 
grip forever, but a front that can wash out with 
little warning. For the past seven seasons, fac¬ 
tories have been building their bikes with this 
in mind, and teams have been setting them up 
to suit. Weight distribution has been towards 
the rear - the front will grip anyway, and more 
weight on the rear helps create mechanical grip. 

Now, the bikes need to be turned on their head. 
Grip at the front is critical, while there is prob¬ 
ably too much grip at the rear. Teams are moving 
geometry about, and factories are starting the 
process of changing the basic weight distribu¬ 
tion of the bikes to compensate. That is a long 
and slow process, and one that will continue well 
into the upcoming season. Meanwhile, Michelin 
are hard at work trying to improve the front tyre. 
With some success, if reports from the private 
test held by Aprilia and Ducati at Jerez in De¬ 
cember are to be believed. The test at Valencia 
gave the MotoGP riders a preliminary taste of 
the 2016 Michelins. Sepang will be the first time 
the new tyres will have their full and undivided 
attention. 

Yamaha will be bringing two different prototypes 
to the test in search of the right weight bal¬ 
ance. One, created with the help of data from 
2008, when Jorge Lorenzo was still racing on 
Michelins, and one much closer to the bike that 
was so dominant in 2016. A decision will have to 
be made on which direction is most promising, 
so that Valentino Rossi and Jorge Lorenzo can 
get on with refining the bike ready for the com¬ 
ing season. 

Fortunately, they start from a fantastic base. The 
2015 Ml was easily the best bike on the grid, 
only missing a little top end speed - something 
that both Lorenzo and Rossi said they hoped for 
at the team launch in Barcelona last week. 



The biggest challenge the Movistar riders face is 
getting to grips with the unified software, Yama¬ 
ha not having had the benefit of extra testing 
last year, as Ducati, Honda, Suzuki and Aprilia 
did. Yamaha’s good fortune is that the bike is 
already easy to ride, with a manageable throttle 
response. Getting it right with the common soft¬ 
ware will take work, but it is not impossible. 

The task for Honda is much greater. HRC boss 
Shuhei Nakamoto hinted in early January that 
they could be bringing a new engine to Sepang, 
after both the 2015 engine and the new version 
they tested at Valencia and Jerez were far too 
aggressive. At the time, Marc Marquez and Dani 
Pedrosa put the aggressiveness down to a lack 
of familiarity with the new software. They made 
some progress on this at Jerez, but HRC have a 
big hill to climb. Honda have always tried to do 
as much as possible in house, and were the last 
of the holdouts on spec electronics, both hard¬ 
ware and software. That means they have a lot 
of work to do figuring the new system out, and 
especially the concepts which underlie it. It will 
take time, but Honda is Honda, so you know it 
will happen. New electronics and a new engine 
mean that Honda’s times are not likely to be 
indicative of very much at all. 

The factory with the biggest advantage will most 
likely be Ducati. Scott Redding set the fastest 
recorded time at Jerez (the factory riders did 
not ride at the private test with transponders, 
so set no official times), and was over the moon 
with the Pramac Ducati GP15 he was riding. The 
Ducati riders have made the fewest complaints 
about the electronics, probably because Ducati 
have always used Magneti Marelli hardware, and 
worked closely with the Italian supplier to de¬ 
velop their own software. MotoGP’s spec hard¬ 
ware and common software are both supplied 
by Magneti Marelli, and so are fairly close in 


principle and operation to what Ducati had previ¬ 
ously. Ducati have had the least amount of work 
to do to get the system working properly. Unlike 
2015, Ducati turn up at Sepang with their new 
bike ready, as it is only a minor development of 
the bike that was so competitive last year. Ducati 
Corse boss Gigi Dall’lgna joked that the biggest 
difference between the GP15 and the GP16 is 
that the GP16 will have unpainted fairings. Of all 
of the factories, Ducati's test times may be the 
most indicative of their real pace. 

It won’t just be the bikes we will be watching at 
Sepang. The first official MotoGP test will be the 
first time that Valentino Rossi and Marc Marquez 
will be on track together since Valencia, and 
there is still no love lost between the pair. Rossi 
made his feelings clear at the Movistar launch 
in Barcelona, while Marquez has been quietly 
disentangling himself from Rossi’s business in¬ 
terests over the winter. They are likely to both be 
staying in the same hotel at Sepang, along with 
most of the rest of the paddock. Breakfast on 
Monday, ahead of the first day of the test, could 
be quite the occasion. It won’t just be Valentino 
Rossi and Marc Marquez sharing the breakfast 
buffet, but Casey Stoner will also be there, in 
his capacity as official Ducati tester. There is ill 
will between all three men, so the atmosphere 
indoors will be very frosty indeed. It’s a good job 
the breakfast room is so big... 
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Time apparently heals all wounds but it cer¬ 
tainly hasn’t worked its magic yet between Val¬ 
entino Rossi and Marc Marquez. The festering 
wound between the biggest names in motorcy¬ 
cle racing has turned septic at this point and 
there’s little reason to expect it improve any 
time soon. 



Whichever side of the Rossi/Marquez divide 
fans sit on the one thing that they can both 
agree on is that they can’t wait for the sea¬ 
son to start and for the rivalry to return to its 
natural habitat of the race track. With Marquez 
having cancelled his contract with VR46 mer¬ 
chandise the professional side of their relation¬ 
ship has fallen apart with not even the promise 
of financial gain for both parties enough to 
keep things cordial between the pair. 


“I have always said that Valentino was my hero 
and my reference,” explained Marquez over the 
winter. “But like I said, he was that reference 
for me but now, with everything that hap¬ 
pened, he has my respect because he’s one 
of the strongest riders in history but I want to 
follow my own way.” 

Following his own path should mean that the 
tension that has filled MotoGP since the now 
infamous Sepang press conference will contin¬ 
ue to grow. The golden era of Grand Prix racing 
saw the visceral hatred of Wayne Rainey and 
Kevin Schwantz constantly bubble on the sur¬ 
face. Winning the race or setting pole position 
wasn’t what mattered most to either rider... 
beating the other was. 

Hollywood has struggled with creating new 
ideas but Rossi and Marquez should offer a 
modern reboot of the tried and tested model of 
racing rivalries. 
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The switch to Michelin as the control tyre sup¬ 
plier for MotoGP throws a substantial wildcard 
into the deck for the coming season. Test¬ 
ing last year was filled with crashes as riders 
struggled to adapt to a much weaker front 
tyre than what they had grown accustomed in 
recent years from Bridgetstone. 

Former Grand Prix rider Michael Laverty ex¬ 
plained the challenge of the French rubber by 
saying, “the Michelin isn’t a bad tyre, it’s just 
different to the Bridgestone. The Michelin tyres 
have their own character. The Bridgestone 
wants to be loaded up so much on the front 
and the Michelin doesn’t like that. Riders will 
figure out how to use the Michelins and the 
crashes will stop.” 

Finding a balanced setup will be key for rid¬ 
ers and team as they harness the potential of 
the Michelins. Setups will change this year to 
place more weight on the front of the bike to 
assist in loading up the front tyre. With a confi¬ 
dence inspiring rear tyre riders focus of atten¬ 
tion will be on the front tyre and how to get the 
most from it. 


“Riders have a new package and need to 
understand how to set their package up dif¬ 
ferently for these tyres,” explained Michelin’s 
Nicolas Goubert. “Most of the crashes were 
from the front end and it’s a shame that we 
had so many crashes but people are here to 
try and find the limits. We have to improve our 
tyres to make them closer to what riders are 
looking for but the riders also have to adapt to 
what our tyres need. You don’t ride a Michelin 
like another brand of tyres and that adaptation 
will take time.” 

There are three tests over the winter with 
Sepang, Phillip Island and Qatar allowing for 
nine days of testing. There’s plenty of time to 
understand the Michelins but by the time the 
season starts there will be riders staring down 
a wrong alley for setup and some that will get 
the march on others. 






Ducati’s own assessment of last year was “good, 
but could do better.” Falling short of winning 
their first Grand Prix since 2010 left a bitter 
taste in the mouth of the Italian squad. The 
progress of the past 12 months however paints 
a promising picture moving forward for Ducati. 

The work undertaken by Gigi Dall’igna has right¬ 
ed the sinking ship that was Ducati with the Ital¬ 
ian having turned Ducati into a contender once 
again. Dall’igna, the General Manager of Ducati 
Corse, has changed the ethos of the Ducati 
design office and turned a pumpkin into a car¬ 
riage that Andrea lannone and Andrea Dovizioso 
should be able to win races on this year. 


The Italian duo had a strong campaign last year 
with lannone improving throughout the season 
and showing consistency and intelligence that 
belies his “Maniac Joe” nickname. The 25 year 
old looks ready to make the jump to consistent 
front runner this year but how soon he can be¬ 
come a race winner will be determined by how 
quickly Ducati get up to speed with the GP16. 

In a remarkable turn of events there will be 
eight Ducati’s on the grid this year. Having been 
a punchline for jokes in recent years the im¬ 
provements made by Dall’igna have instantly 
made their satellite bikes attractive to mid-grid 
teams. With Pramac using last year’s bike it 
wouldn’t be surprising to see Scott Redding and 
Danilo Petrucci contend at the front and pos¬ 
sibly become the first satellite winner since Toni 
Elias ten years ago. 
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One of the few constants in motorsport is that 
there is always change. The fortunes of riders 
ebb and flow as young chargers come through 
the ranks and become contenders, lannone 
might still be waiting for his first win but last 
year established his reputation as a top tier 
rider. This year it is Maverick Vinales who is 
best placed to attempt to break the glass ceil¬ 
ing that has existed in recent years for young 
riders. 

The Spaniard enjoyed a superb rookie cam¬ 
paign aboard the Suzuki last year and was a 
regular fixture in the top ten. The new bike set 
to run a fully seamless gearbox and a host of 
new upgrades Vinales should be much strong¬ 
er this year. Vinales-a race winner in 125cc, 
Moto3 and Moto2-will face a very tall task to 
win a race but he will certainly put himself in 


the shop window for the big teams. Almost 
every rider contract on the grid runs out this 
year so it’s imperative to impress this year. 

Entering his third season in the premier class 
Scott Redding will ride his third different bike 
but the Englishman has looked strong in his 
limited time on the Ducati. Redding, who rode 
the Honda in 2015, has immediately fallen in 
love with the Ducati and it’s much more pro¬ 
gressive power delivery. 

Having confidence in the bike underneath him 
is key for any rider and Redding looks comfort¬ 
able and confident on the Ducati.The 23 year 
old’s talent has never been in question but 
having struggled last year with Marc VDS this 
is a pivotal year for Redding to prove that he 
belongs on factory machinery. 
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We are in the midst of a golden era of Grand 
Prix racing. There has never been a combina¬ 
tion of top riders and competitive machinery to 
match what will line up on the grid in Qatar in 
March. 

With ten world champions, 14 Grand Prix win¬ 
ners and three World Superbike race winners 
on the grid there is a hugely talented array of 
riders throughout the grid. When rookies make 
the jump to MotoGP they find that even being 
able to contend for points is a massive chal¬ 
lenge and that will remain the case this year. 

The “Aliens” at the front of the field are now 
within reach of the rest of the grid. Lorenzo, 
Marquez, Rossi and Pedrosa are still the class 
of the field but with so much quality in the 
midpack anytime that one of the top riders has 
a bad weekend they could be punished with a 
fall down the order. 

There’s no doubt that on their day these four 
riders are still the top riders in the world- 
there’s a reason they haven’t been beaten 
since Ben Spies Assen 2011 success-but the 
gap is closing. The improvements made to the 
Ducati will add a lot of spice to the fight at the 
front but with 2015 having provided a year of 
record breaking racing-Argentina was the first 
time that the top 20 of a GP were split by less 
than a minute-we can expect even closer fights 
this year. 

Testing starts in Sepang on February 1 and the 
first answers of the 2016 season will start to 
flood in from Malaysia. 








Products 






SCOTT 


Plenty of off-road riding gear to consider in 
this issue and two weeks ago we highlighted 
Virus Performance as a decent option for 
compression or fitness wear. What about 
protection? Step forward Scott with some of 
the best torso safety items on the market. 

The Softcon Vest (or Jacket) Protector has 
been a popular product for the company and 
the combination of well applied sections and 
thinking behind the fit (fastenings to avoid 
pressure on the forearms and positions of 
the protection for full mobility) with the SAS 
TEC certified foam (resistant yet breathable) 
means it offers everything a rider could want. 
The Jacket has a one piece plate on the back 
and chest and pads on the shoulder and el¬ 
bow. It is full compatible with any neck brace 
(seamless collar) and has anti-moisture inner 
panels on the 3D mesh. 

www.scott-sports.com 
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SUPERBIKIES OUT FIRST... 


By Matthew Roberts 

hilst the deep freeze on MotoGP winter 
testing extends until the end of this month, 
road racing fans can rub their hands together 
and warm up at the prospect of the majority of 
the World Superbike boys taking to the track 
down at Jerez this week for the first major outing 
of 2016. A two-day test on Tuesday and Wednes¬ 
day will see some interesting new faces and ma¬ 
chinery line up, with just a month to go before 
lights out in race one at Phillip Island. 

That first fixture of the season will of course 
make history as the first ever in WSBK to be run 
on a Saturday. It’s a bold move from Dorna to 
split the racing over the weekend and it is fair to 
say it has divided opinion between riders, teams 
and fans. Some of the riders, such as Chaz 
Davies, who gave his thoughts in a brilliantly 
innovative live Facebook broadcast from the 
factory Ducati garage in Jerez on Monday even¬ 
ing, like the challenge of tackling two races on 
the same day. “It’s what World Superbikes is all 
about,” said Chaz. 

On the flip side, Davies added that he could see 
the positives for the fans as you don’t have to 
spend all day sat in front of the television; only, 
from the feedback I got from a lot of my Twitter 
followers, that’s exactly what some of them like 
doing on a Superbike Sunday! Lying in bed for a 
9:30am Race 1 start and staying there until the 
end of Race 2 some time after lunch certainly 
seems to appeal to a few. 


The worry from the broadcasters’ point of view is 
that with the coverage spread over the weekend, 
the figures will drop on both days. I know there 
are a few people in the industry who are yet to 
be convinced by the idea, but I am hopeful they 
will be pleasantly surprised. Personally, with 
regard to our coverage on British Eurosport, I am 
looking forward to building up to each race and 
having the opportunity to properly analyse Race 
1 before we get into Race 2. There will be more 
stories to bring, rivalries that simmer overnight 
and, ultimately, more pressure on the riders to 
perform when the lights go out with no chance 
of a reprieve. Also, a crash or a mechanical for 
a rider in Race 1 needn’t necessarily put paid to 
any chance they have in Race 2, which should 
ensure a more competitive grid in both races 
and keep things tighter in the championship over 
the course of the season. 

I know that lots of people are used to watching 
their racing on a Sunday and it certainly won’t 
be a better format for everybody, but I think in 
the long run people will get used to it and World 
Superbike racing on a Saturday will become 
the norm. As for those claiming that the change 
will have a negative effect on circuit attendance 
figures, I don’t really see it. If you’re there for the 
weekend anyway then a race on each day surely 
increases the value for money, right? Granted, 
this isn’t the case if you only usually attend on 
the Sunday. 






Either way, I really believe the spectacle will be 
well worth tuning in for this season in World 
Superbikes, which is edging back to the glory 
days now that Dorna have understood that they 
need to treat it as an entirely different beast to 
MotoGP, but one that can compliment the big¬ 
ger show. Rider-wise the addition of the bad boy 
and the poster boy in Josh Brookes and Nicky 
Hayden brings box office potential. The arrival of 
any MotoGP World Champion is a coup for the 
series and in Hayden they have a rider who at 
34 years of age remains as hungry and as driven 
as the fresh-faced Kentucky Kid that took the 
premier-class title a decade ago. 

An entertaining season of motorcycle racing al¬ 
ways has to have a strong cast of characters and 
every good story needs a villain. I’ve got to know 
Brookes a little over the last couple of years in 
BSB and, whilst he can be great fun off the track, 
he will be happy to maintain that bad boy im¬ 
age so long as he is competitive. What Brookes 
may lack in finesse he makes up for with fire and 
nobody will be more determined to take their 
chance in WSB this season than him. 

In fact, after winning the BSB title and devel¬ 
oping the new R1 virtually single-handedly in 
the most competitive series it ran in last year, I 
thought it was a shame that Brookes and Shaun 
Muir’s Milwaukee team didn’t get to take the 
project forward onto the world stage. I know 
they were keen but internal politics, including 


their admirable reluctance to run a rider they 
didn’t think would be competitive (who was later 
rejected by the factory anyway), eventually saw 
Yamaha look elsewhere. Without recent experi¬ 
ence at most tracks, a familiar (and fast!) bike 
underneath him would have been a great start¬ 
ing point for Josh, so I just hope the SMR boys 
can squeeze enough out of the BMW S 1000RR 
to get him to the front. 

The Jerez test will certainly give us a clue as to 
whether or not that is possible, perhaps more so 
than round one at Phillip Island, traditionally an 
anomaly when it comes to predicting champion¬ 
ship form. 



//THE ORIGINAL 

1-%' HANDLEBAR 


OFTEN IMITATED, NEVER DUPLICATED 


In 1991 ProTaper burst onto the off road motorcycle 
scene with a revolutionary invention, the oversize 
1-1/8" handlebar without a cross-brace. This design 
allows the bar to flex more and absorb impacts better 
then a typical cross-braced handlebar, offering riders 
more comfort and less fatigue without sacrificing bar 
strength. Often imitated but never duplicated, 
ProTaper's dedication and experience in motorcycle 
control innovation continues to set the benchmark for 
all others to follow. 
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WWW.PROTAPER.COM 

&PROTAPERUSA 






RODUCTS 



ODFU 


One more shout for our Limited Edition OTOR 
t-shirt thanks to custom-scene immersed 
brand ODFU. Various sizes of this Poly-Cotton 
construction are available and for the price 
of 25 pounds features personalised packag¬ 
ing. The Medium size is probably closer to a 
European Large...watch out on On-Track Off- 
Road social media channels for some compe¬ 
tition giveaways soon. In the meantime have 
a browse of the ODFU Blog and see some of 
their other collaborations. 


www.odfu.co.uk 








With its Eighties-inspired styling, twin rear shocks and what 
appears to be an old-fashioned, air-cooled parallel twin en¬ 
gine, the first model of Triumph's new-generation Bonnev¬ 
ille family is intended to look simple; to ride motorcycling's 
joint waves of classic style and easy customisation. But 
there's more to the Street Twin than meets the eye, espe¬ 
cially where that 900cc engine is concerned... 


By Roland Brown, Photqs by Alessio Barba 
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espite its traditional cooling fins the new pow- 
erplant is liquid-cooled, and also differs from 
its predecessor by using sohc instead of dohc 
valve operation. And its performance is distinctly dif¬ 
ferent too. Triumph calls it the “high-torque” engine, 
because it’s designed to churn out torque from low 
revs, at the expense of top-end horsepower. Its maxi¬ 
mum output of 54bhp is 13bhp down on the previous, 
865cc Bonneville, itself not exactly known for top-end 
thrills. 

Below 5000rpm the Street Twin lump, which also 
has more long-stroke cylinder dimensions, makes far 
more torque than its air-cooled predecessor; almost 
20 per cent more in what Triumph calls the “real 
world riding range” between 2750 and 4750rpm. But 
by 5000rpm the output is dropping sharply, before 
fading out at 7000rpm while the old unit keeps pull¬ 
ing for another 1000 revs. 

That flexible delivery makes the Street Twin easy to 
ride, as does the bike’s compact size. Its seat is slim 
and fairly low. The one-piece handlebar is slightly 
raised; footrests are lower and further back than the 
previous Bonneville’s, but still not remotely sporty. 
The round instrument panel is simple but informative, 
blending old-style analogue speedo with a digital dis¬ 
play that includes a fuel gauge plus info on consump¬ 
tion and remaining range. 

There’s no rev-counter, but that didn’t matter because 
the Twin was happy to rumble forward from very low 
revs, its silencers making enough twin-cylinder noise 
to add to the occasion. The Triumph cruised with a 
pleasantly smooth feel - not something that could be 
said of all its ancestors - and answered crisply when 
I tweaked its throttle, rarely requiring a down-shift 
through its sweet five-speed gearbox. 

But as that power curve suggests, it didn’t deliver 
much in the way of high-speed excitement. Accelera¬ 
tion tailed off above about 70mph, and was all but 
done by 90mph as the Twin approached its maximum 
speed of not much more than lOOmph. Some old- 
school Bonneville fans won’t be impressed that this 
new bike is probably slightly slower not only than 
the previous Bonnie but also than the original, 649cc 
model that began the famous line back in 1959. 
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It handles better, though, thanks to a simple 
but effective steel-framed chassis. Geometry is 
well chosen, and the Japanese-made Kayaba 
suspension is just the job. With a fairly gener¬ 
ous 120mm of travel at each end the Street 
Twin coped effortlessly with bumps, yet had 
sufficient damping to give very decent han¬ 
dling. In corners its retro-patterned Pirelli 
Phantom tyres provided enough grip for some 
enjoyable “scratching”, as they used to say in 
the Bonneville’s Sixties heyday. 

I hadn’t expected much of the Twin’s braking 
power, given that its front stopper comprises 
a single 310mm disc and simple twin-piston 
Nissin caliper. But that front brake had a very 
respectable amount of both bite and feel, and 
I rarely found myself feeling the need for the 


second front disc that is fitted to the more ex¬ 
pensive, 1200cc T120 Bonneville models that 
will be released soon. 

Along with its low-rev performance, the Street 
Twin engine’s main attribute is economy. Flick¬ 
ing through the instrument panel’s info, which 
can be toggled from the left bar, revealed the 
bike to be returning just over 50mpg; consid¬ 
erably more when cruising at legal speeds. 
Triumph say it’s 36 per cent more economical 
than the previous Bonneville. There’s a similar 
improvement in service intervals, which are up 
from 6000 to 10,000 miles. 






















Talking of distance, the tank holds a modest 
12 litres but that fuel efficiency results in an 
adequate range of about 130 miles; more at 
a gentle pace. The seat seemed sufficiently 
comfortable, despite being thinly padded. Un¬ 
locking the seat reveals a handy USB socket. 
Heated grips and a tyre pressure monitor are 
among the list of over 150 accessories. 

Most of those extras are designed for custom¬ 
ising, and Triumph has grouped a number of 
bits into three themed “inspiration kits”. The 
Scrambler kit includes bash-plate, bench seat 
and high-level exhaust; the Brat Tracker incor¬ 
porates small LED indicators, mudguard re¬ 
moval kit and slip-on silencers; and the Urban 
kit offers flyscreen and low “Ace” bars plus a 
single, leather-and-waxed-cotton pannier. 






































All three kits are likely to be popular with mo¬ 
torcycling’s hipster crowd, an important part 
of the target audience. And buyers might have 
some cash left for extras because the Triumph 
is reasonably inexpensive (costing from £7300 
in the UK), and competitive with entry-level 
rivals including Ducati’s Scrambler and Harley- 
Davidson’s 883 Iron. 


And it’s good enough to compete with them, 
too. The Street Twin is not fast, but it’s su¬ 
perbly torquey, agile and easy to ride. Add to 
those attributes its neat retro styling, reason¬ 
able practicality and solid build quality, and it 
looks to have done a great job of kick-starting 
Triumph’s revamped Bonneville family. 











TRIUMPH STREET TWIN 




















ALPINESTARS 

Alpinestars 2016 Spring Collection highlights 
some of the brand’s premium new products 
and for those eying a fresh riding suit then 
you can hardly get much better than the GP 
Pro 2 piece or the GP Plus knowing that all 
the development and reach the company has 
in the very highest reach of road racing has 
helped shaped these items for the customer. 

The GP Plus has three colour schemes and 
is according to Alpinestars: ‘a highly abra¬ 
sion resistant, full grain leather suit offering 
class-leading, track-tested protection, the 
GP Pro Leather Suit incorporates a range of 
anatomical innovations for improved racing fit 
and performance. A removable, multi-panel 
3D mesh liner is just one of the many comfort 
features of this suit, which is a perfect com¬ 
panion for track day and street riding.’ 

Impossible to buy online unless you’re a rider 
of years of experience with Alpinestars suits, 
the fit of the GP Plus (costing around 1200 
dollars) nevertheless benefits from a compli¬ 
cated multi construction with various materi¬ 
als for maximum, flex, wear and performance. 
The GP Pro 2 piece is slightly cheaper by 
virtue of its design and purpose of separate 
products. 

As a side note, while on the Alpinestars web¬ 
site have a look at some of the Oscar gear; 
classy stuff. 

www.alpinestars.com 
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Monster Energy Girls/Dianna 

Dahlgren at the UK Arenacross 
by Monster Energy 







‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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